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Welcome
After more than a year of virtual programming, it was a true pleasure for the Mudd Center to gather W&L
community members together for face-to-face events in 2021-22. Our Daily Ethics theme was designed to
help us make sense of recent months in which so many rhythms and assumptions of our everyday lives were
deconstructed. It felt like the right time to ask what this experience has helped us to understand about our
values and priorities. What new perspectives have we gained regarding the kind of world we want to live in
and who we want to be in it? How will we use these insights to craft our daily lives?
Our distinguished lecturers brought these questions to life. During the Fall Term, the philosopher Cheshire
Calhoun set the stage for our year-long discussion by addressing the responsibilities and tensions of
deciding in our own minds how things ought to be, as well as practicing morality with other people.
Jelani Cobb contextualized the brief history of our democracy and alerted us to the need for collective and
intentional actions to sustain it. Andrew Chignell described the role of hopeful pessimism in taking steps
to actualize our values even when it seems these choices may have negligible impact. The playwright Chantal
Bilodeau described her vision for art and science to synergistically address a critical moral issue of our time,
global warming.
In the Winter Term, Jay Whitacre discussed the ethical challenges associated with developing accessible
sustainable energy sources. Neeru Paharia considered the gap between our moral intentions and the
ways that we actually spend money in the marketplace. Katharine Hayhoe addressed the importance of
communicating about climate change in our daily lives in order to prompt action by all citizens. Finally,
W&L’s own Mark Coddington described forces that shape the social media industry and encouraged us to
utilize our power to use this tool adaptively.
Perhaps the most exciting feature of the 2021-22 program was the Mudd Center’s Daily Ethics Mosaic
Project, a collaboration with W&L’s Staniar Gallery. This project fostered personal introspection about the
values that each of us wants to guide our daily behaviors. Through workshop-based individual and collective
art-making, W&L students, staff, and faculty created a resplendent community mosaic that was exhibited in
Wilson Hall and Leyburn Library.
During a year that required us to flex our adaptability muscles while cautiously embracing some familiar
pre-pandemic freedoms, we focused our attention on the daily choices and practices that comprise a
meaningful life. After all, how do we express our most important personal values, if not through our
behavior every day? How can we shape our world, if not through the choices we make every day? All of the
uncertainties of this moment in time provide an opportunity for us to see more clearly what is important, set
new intentions, and choose how we will craft a life of meaning. Please join us next year when we will deepen
this exploration through the theme of Beneficence: Practicing an Ethics of Care.

Karla Klein Murdock, Director

Mudd Center Fellows Program
In 2021-22, the Mudd Faculty Fellows Program was expanded to include
W&L staff members. The newly-coined Mudd Center Fellows Program
allows faculty and staff to engage with the annual theme through ongoing
interdisciplinary discussion. Fellows attend multiple Mudd Center lectures
across the academic year, read a collection of works by the Center’s
distinguished speakers, and discuss connections among their ideas in
periodic Fellows gatherings. Fellows also attend special dinners and other
events with visiting speakers. The Fellows Program offers intellectual
challenge and camaraderie to our community of colleagues.
Jumana Al-Ahmad: Visiting
Assistant Professor of Arabic

Lethia Hammond: Adjunct
Professor of Law

Sybil Prince Nelson: Assistant
Professor of Mathematics

Brian Alexander: Assistant
Professor of Politics

Helen I’Anson: John T. Perry Jr.
Professor of Biology

Nadia Ayoub: Associate Professor
of Biology

John Jensen: Dean of Career and
Professional Development

Howard Pickett: Director of
the Shepherd Program and
Associate Professor Poverty
and Human Capability Studies

Beth Belmont: Clinical Professor
of Law and Director of the
Community Legal Practice
Center

Wan-Chuan Kao: Associate
Professor of English

Jaime Roots: Visiting Assistant
Professor of German

Murtaza Kapasi: Admissions
Counselor

Kary Smout: Associate Professor
of English

James Broda: Assistant Professor
of Mathematics

Taha Khan: Assistant Professor of
Computer Science

Jill Sundie: Associate Professor of
Business Administration

Susan Carle: Visiting Professor of
Law

Nadeen Kharputly: Visiting
Assistant Professor of English

Emma Swabb: Assistant Director
of Admissions

Marisa Charley: Associate
Director of the Shepherd
Program

Chawne Kimber: Dean of the
College and Professor of
Mathematics

Erin Taylor: Associate Professor
of Philosophy

Tim Diette: Executive Director
of the Shepherd Higher
Education Consortium on
Poverty and Professor of
Economics

J.D. King: James P. Morefield
Professor of Law

Isra El-Beshir: Director of
Museums
Elisabeth Gilbert-Olson:
Assistant Professor of
Business Administration

Fred LaRiviere: Associate Dean
of the College and Associate
Professor of Chemistry
Kyle McCoil: Assistant Dean of
Sophomores
Matt Naven: Assistant Professor
of Economics

Chrissy van Assendelft: Senior
Technology Integration
Specialist
Dirk van Assendelft: IT Systems
Architect
Karen Woody: Associate Professor
of Law
Fernando Zapata: Postdoctoral
Fellow in Philosophy
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Responsible Persons in Everyday Life
CHESHIRE CALHOUN | SEPT. 27, 2021
Inaugurating the Mudd Center’s 2021-2022
lecture series, Professor Cheshire Calhoun
focused on the major features of being
a responsible person within the context
of everyday normative expectations and
practices. She pointed out that living a
moral life is not only about deciding in our
own minds how things ought to be, but also
navigating all of the complexities of practicing
morality in a social context.
Calhoun underscored the extent to which
philosophers have taken the responsible
person to be one who does the right thing by
following moral duties and leading a virtuous
life. For Calhoun that leaves unanswered what
a responsible person does within everyday
interactions with other people. Daily life, she
noted, is embedded with normative rules and
expectations, and navigating them correctly
help us become responsible individuals.
Calhoun suggested we think of moral
responsibility in everyday life as involving
three layers.
The first layer is being an “accountability
responsible” person, which means being
recognized by others as having the status of
someone who can be held accountable for
their actions. We presume people have this
status, Calhoun says, when we believe others
should know how and when to offer emotional
support to loved ones. We are offended, in
turn, when others misread what they ought to
do in a given situation.
The second layer is being a “compliance
responsible” person. We take it for granted
that others will be aware and execute a
minimum set of normative expectations
within different social circles and as part
of embodying different social roles. We
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expect delivery drivers to actually deliver our
products, or that food safety inspectors will
truly evaluate restaurants practices as they
should. We are confounded and feel betrayed
if such expectations are not fulfilled.

“LIVING A MORAL LIFE IS NOT ONLY
ABOUT DECIDING IN OUR OWN
MINDS HOW THINGS OUGHT TO BE,
BUT ALSO NAVIGATING ALL OF THE
COMPLEXITIES OF PRACTICING
MORALITY IN A SOCIAL CONTEXT.”
Finally, we praise people who are
“responsibility takers.” In this third layer
of responsibility practices, appreciation is
demonstrated for those who do more than is
expected. Calhoun proposed that we in fact
expect to be treated as individuals who would
do more than be “compliance responsible” and
often feel insulted when others fail to see us
that way. She went on to point out the number
of holidays we designate to celebrating this
phenomenon, such as Martin Luther King
Day, Mother’s Day, or Fire Fighter’s Day.
An audience member queried Calhoun about
encountering people who hold different
normative expectations than ourselves
and asked if, therefore, our troubles lie in
not sharing common understandings of
responsibility. Calhoun agreed, adding that
we do move around in different social circles
and should not expect norm compliance to
translate across all of them. She underscored
that her goal is to get us to pay more
attention to our shared social practices
before embarking on the challenge of moral
disagreements.

Cheshire Calhoun is a Professor of Psychology at Arizona State University. Her
work brings together normative ethics, moral psychology, feminist philosophy,
and lesbian and gay philosophy. She has written extensively about the meaning
of practicing morality with other people. Her most recent book, “Doing Valuable
Time: The Present, the Future, and Meaningful Living” (2018), explores the
implications of using time well in order to live a meaningful life.

Jelani Cobb is the Ira A. Lipman Professor of Journalism at Columbia University
and a staff writer for The New Yorker. His work draws on U.S. history in order
contextualize contemporary debates on the state of democratic politics, the
history of racial violence and challenges to social justice and social equality
more broadly. He co-edited “The Matter of Black Lives,” a collection of The New
Yorker’s most ground-breaking writing on race in America.

The Half-Life of Freedom
JELANI COBB | OCT. 7, 2021
The journalist and public historian Jelani
Cobb expanded upon our consideration of
social morality by encouraging us to apply a
“diagnostic understanding of history,” which
illuminates the fragility of democracy. He
alerted us to the necessity of engaging in
collective and sustained actions to uphold
democratic ideals of equity and justice.
Cobb began by noting that he seeks to interpret
key modern moral dilemmas with reference
to the full arc of history in which they are
situated. He posited that we must understand,
for instance, the “unsuccessful attempt to
overthrow the government of the United
States” on January 6th, 2020, with reference
to its historical roots, moral implications, and
possible future ramifications.
Cobb worries that in our daily life we fail
to grasp most far-reaching implications of
actions such as the January 6th U.S. Capitol
riot. Just as the sounds of ambulance sirens
in New York City can fade into ambient noise,
we have become increasingly insensitive to
the great moral dilemmas of our times. Cobb
underscored that we are in the midst of an
unprecedented erosion of public trust, failing
institutions and social antagonisms. Further, he
highlighted that for the fifth year in a row the
U.S. has lost its classification within the Global
Democracy Index of “full democracy” and is
now labeled a “flawed democracy.”
Cobb emphasized that a critical reading of
history may help us see past our cognitive
dissonance. “Democracy is an unnatural state
of affairs,” he noted, given that for most of
human civilization people have lived under
some kind of tyranny. Democracy is a fragile
achievement that is highly vulnerable to the
bad habits that would drive us back to tyranny.

Cobb cited George Washington’s decision not
to run for a third term as an example of normsetting that helped us achieve a democratic
ethos in our then still-young country and which
seems to be lacking today.

“THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE
U.S. HAS NOT SUCCEEDED
IN ABANDONING ITS ANTIDEMOCRATIC TENDENCIES.”
Cobb discussed the historical “bad habits” that
threaten to take us back to a default state of
tyranny. Among these was the first voting
suppression law, the 1789 Alien Act, which was
used by the Federalists to disenfranchise recent
immigrants thought to vote in larger numbers
for the Democratic-Republicans. There was
also what Cobb called the “burning moral
question of the times,” around the early 1800s,
which was the failed effort to accommodate
a democratic nation in what was also a slave
society.
The problem is that the U.S. has not succeeded
in abandoning its anti-democratic tendencies.
From the fierce backlash against critical race
theory, to police violence against minorities and
the persistence of Confederate monuments on
display, Cobb noted that we are still working
through the moral dilemma of wanting to be
a democracy but struggling to leave behind
anti-democratic habits. “People who ignore
historians end up in the same fate than
people who ignore cardiologists,” he remarked.
Without maintaining a diagnostic mindset
regarding the history of our democracy,
our democratic ideals will continue to face
unprecedented dangers.
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What to Do When
You Don’t Make a Difference
ANDREW CHIGNELL | OCT. 28, 2021
Andrew Chignell’s lecture addressed the
role of hope in facing the seemingly small
accomplishments of our daily practices. He
opened with a familiar dilemma presented
long ago by Kant: if we become aware of the
limits to what we can as individuals know, but
understand as well the moral demands for how
we should live, what can we genuinely hope to
achieve in a lifetime?
To illustrate just how crucial the question of
hope is for us today, Chignell painted a dire
picture of the ecological crisis in which we find
ourselves six decades into the Anthropocene
era. For instance, we are well on our way to a
sixth mass extinction, which seems unlikely
to be reversed. Even if drastic measures were
taken on this and other ecological issues,
it would take centuries for the climate to
stabilize and millennia for sea levels to stop
rising. In addition, though green energy is
more available today than at any time in the
industrialized past, there are huge economic
incentives for continuing to burn fossil fuels,
about 15 to 20 trillion dollars in proven
reserves. Even if a green revolution transforms
the energy sector, greenhouse emissions by
livestock in the U.S. alone are now larger than
the total emissions of the transportation sector.
Given such staggering obstacles, how can we
remain hopeful and persist in actualizing
our morals? In exploring this question,
Chignell first clarified his conceptions of
optimism, pessimism and hope. Optimism is
“expectation with desire,” an assessment that
some outcome we want is likely to happen.
Because optimism depends on believing
something we want is bound to happen, it
does not encourage acting at all. Similarly,
since pessimism is the belief that something
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we do not like is bound to happen, pessimism
also discourages action.
The same is not true for hope. Hope or elpis
(ἐλπίς), Chignell explained, is possibility with
desire. Unlike optimism and pessimism, hope
is not a theoretical view on the way we think
the world is, as when we see the glass half
full or half empty. Hope is rather a practical
attitude whose goal is to motivate us to change
an unlikely outcome.

“IT IS A KIND OF ‘RATIONAL
FAITH,’ THAT SUSTAINS
OUR MORAL RESOLVE
TO KEEP TRYING.”
Chignell argued against the temptations of
a blind optimism in favor of what he calls
“hopeful pessimism.” In Chignell’s words, “I
think hope construed properly, as the
disposition to focus tenaciously on positive
possibilities, can be an aid to action and
a sort of protection, a flak jacket, against
demoralization that can be debilitating.”
Chignell underscored, however, that
pessimism has a significant role to play as
a kind of “reality check.” “We are almost
certainly in really big trouble,” he noted in
reference to the planet’s health. However, but
realism about the state of the world need not
lead to despair or fatalism about our future.
In becoming “hopeful pessimists,” we let
ourselves embody an attitude of action that
encourages us to keep imagining solutions
in our everyday practices to the challenging
problems of today. It is a kind of “rational
faith,” Chignell concluded, that sustains our
moral resolve to keep trying.

Andrew Chignell participates in a Daily Ethics
mosaic workshop during his visit to W&L.

Andrew Chignell is the Laurence S. Rockefeller Professor in the Princeton
University Center for Human Values and the Departments of Religion and
Philosophy. His work centers on the philosophy of Immanuel Kant and
addresses the ethics of eating as well as questions of hope and despair. He
has co-produced a MOOC called The Ethics of Eating, and his co-edited book
“Philosophy Comes to Dinner” presents a range of arguments regarding
morally responsible food production and consumption.

Chantal Bilodeau is a playwright and translator whose work focuses on the
intersection of science, policy, art and climate change. She is the artistic director
of the Arctic Cycle, a nonprofit arts organization that fosters engagement in
climate action through a range of theater programs. She has won numerous
prizes, including the Woodward International Playwriting Prize and the Uprising
National Playwriting Competition. Audubon Magazine has named her one of the
“eight trailblazers changing the climate conversation.”

Living in the Questions of
A Climate-Changed World
CHANTAL BILODEAU | NOV. 11, 2021
Chantal Bilodeau’s daily ethics lecture focused
on the power of storytelling in communicating
the stakes of the climate crisis. Drawing from
the context of the ongoing pandemic, Bilodeau
started off by underscoring the significant role
the arts play in helping us process difficult
experiences. “Storytelling,” she noted, “is the act
of creating meaning. It’s a process of weaving
together facts and experience to hold our beliefs
and values. It is through stories that we learn
best, remember best, and train ourselves to listen
and emphasize.”
For issues surrounding the climate crisis,
“creating meaning” involves not only coming to
terms with a melting arctic or rising sea levels
but also with the demoralizing feeling of not
being able to make a difference. After first-hand
experience in the Canadian arctic, Bilodeau
realized how her field could make a difference.
She envisioned a role for the arts in joining
environmental scientists to tackle an issue that
cannot be solved through science alone. Practices
of storytelling can enhance our appreciation for
the nuanced environmental and social challenges
to animal species, arctic peoples, and ultimately
the globe at large. The arts help us contextualize
“the science” by teaching us to appreciate the
interconnectedness of human and non-human
life. That is, while the sciences gather empirical
facts and offer predictions, storytelling addresses
how to come to terms with moral dilemmas
regarding the delicate balance of life on the
planet. As Bilodeau noted, storytelling is a way of
“rehearsing for life.”
Bilodeau is committed to writing a total of
eight plays, one for each arctic country, as
a way to harness the power of the arts to
transmit a sense of urgency regarding the
multidimensional crisis facing these regions.

She has written three plays so far. The first,
Sila, was informed by Bilodeau’s time spent in
the Canadian arctic, during which she realized
it would be impossible to reduce a storyline
down to a single perspective. She described
Sila as a “cubist story” guided by the concept
of interconnectedness. Bilodeau read from her
Norway-based second play, “Forward,” which
integrates the perspective of “an evolved homo
sapiens of sorts” looking back from the future
with compassion toward us, their ancestral
“kin”. Her third play, “No More Harveys,” is
based in Alaska.

PRACTICES OF STORYTELLING CAN
ENHANCE OUR APPRECIATION FOR
THE NUANCED ENVIRONMENTAL
AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES
TO ANIMAL SPECIES, ARCTIC
PEOPLES, AND ULTIMATELY THE
GLOBE AT LARGE.
Bilodeau favors a model for community
engagement called “theater action,” which
encourages theater companies to craft plays
around issues and foment conversation by bring
these directly to communities. She argued that
proselytizing to change the minds of climate
skeptics should not be a primary aim of climate
action. In fact, she believes most people by now
are generally aware and concerned with the
looming effects of climate change, with a Yale
and George Mason University study putting
the number of those at least partly concerned
at around 66 percent. Thus, she noted, the
arts should focus on reimagining reasons for
hope so as to help others tackle the effects
of demoralization. In Bilodeau’s words, what
people need is “to have their spirits lifted.”
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The Criticality of Technical Honesty in
Growing Energy Technology Companies:
How Even the Best Intentions
Can Lead to Ruin
JAY WHITACRE | FEB. 10, 2022
Jay Whitacre addressed the ways that confirmation
bias is embedded in the everyday practices of scientists,
entrepreneurs, and investors involved in emerging
technology companies. Confirmation bias is the
psychological phenomenon in which ideas are “locked
in” and future contradictory information is dismissed.
Whitacre noted that new developments in the
technology industry have two important dimensions:
a degree of potential positive social impact, and
a degree of uncertainty related to feasibility and
profitability. Startup projects with low uncertainty but
also low impact are relatively unattractive candidates
for investment. Projects with low uncertainty and
good potential for impact, such as improvements
on already-proven lithium-ion batteries for electric
vehicles (EV), should attract funding fairly easily.
Whitacre is particularly interested in projects
characterized by high uncertainty plus high potential
for significant social impact. For example, huge social
and financial payoffs could result from developing
new technologies for climate change, such as carbon
sequestration or breakthroughs in nuclear fusion
or solid-state EV batteries. Their scientific and
engineering uncertainties, however, are daunting.
These “high risk, high reward” situations come with
entrepreneurial pressures from many sides. Whitacre
cited financial and other market pressures as reasons
why we have recently seen an uptick of “fake till you
make it” cases, some of which result in problematic
behavior, such as Elizabeth Holmes’ recent conviction
for fraud. “There is a very, very high percentage of
startup failure,” Whitacre noted. “Out of the two
hundred 2008 tech startups,” he continued, “only
single digits, perhaps 10 are relevant, and fewer than
that are profitable.”
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This sets the stage for the role of confirmation bias,
which is rooted in the human wish to focus on what
is positive over what is negative and in the desire for
preserving coherence and continuity. It results in
what he called “deliberate case building” and “belief
persistence,” both of which relate to being willing to
recognize only information that supports an already
“locked in” belief. Whitacre presented confirmation
bias as deeply exacerbated by the pressures of the tech
industry.
The tenacity and resilience behind this type of
confirmation bias is good for innovation. But
Whitacre cited the industry curve of initial overblown
excitement for a potential technological innovation,
followed by disillusionment, and finally settling into
realistic expectations as a “ride” that makes the entire
process prone to steep confirmation bias. This applies
to developers and investors alike. Whitacre explained
that both parties have glaring conflicts of interests
in wanting investment and projects to succeed. They
could trap themselves in a vicious circle in which
developers feed investors “cherry-picked” information,
and investors, wanting their investment to succeed,
overlook their suspicions of being given biased
information.
What should entrepreneurs do? Whitacre
recommended accepting that entrepreneurship
involves experiencing some level of confirmation bias,
which can be exacerbated in stressful technological
startup contexts. This confirmation bias can have
pernicious effects by turning confidence and tenacity
and into self-delusion and bad judgement. Only
through building self-awareness can entrepreneurs
avoid the ethical errors that can emerge from
confirmation bias and harness its positive momentum
and resilience instead.

Jay Whitacre is the Trustee Professor in Energy, Engineering, and Public Policy and
Director of the Wilton E. Scott Institute for Energy Innovation at Carnegie Mellon
University. He develops new materials and systems for electrochemical energy
storage and conversion, and analyzes the policy aspects of technologies for the
energy sector. He has been listed as one of the top 25 Eco-Innovators in the world by
Fortune Magazine and has won the Lemelson-MIT Prize for Innovation.

The Ethics of Consumer Choice
NEERU PAHARIA | MARCH 9, 2022
Neeru Paharia’s Mudd Center lecture considered
how consumers can learn to shape their purchasing
behavior to better reflect their moral values and
mitigate environmental and economic injustices.
Paharia explained that when we make purchases
driven by wants or social status rather than needs,
we are engaging in conspicuous consumption. The
phenomenon of the diamond engagement ring
illustrates how companies can foment the desire for
status-signaling through “wasteful expenditure.” A
diamond’s high price reflects neither how scarce it
is nor its utility. It rather tells us something about
the symbolic value we place on signaling our social
standing to others by spending large sums of money
on objects that serve little need.
If we strive for our consumption to reflect our
values, we need to look more closely at the
intersection between marketing strategies
and individual decision-making. In Paharia’s
words, “marketing ties into the fabric of culture.”
Her research seeks to understand how markets,
consumer behavior, and government policy affect
the gap that separates our moral values from the
values that our purchases actually reinforce. There
are a number of reasons that help explain this gap,
from consumers lacking accurate information
on how products are made, to the dearth of
alternatives on the market.
But perhaps more significant are the psychological
drivers that inform consumer choice. For instance,
consumers may remain willfully ignorant
about manufacturing practices to avoid feeling
responsible for problematic outcomes like pollution
and social injustice. We may feel as if our clothing
purchases don’t have much of an impact within

the “made to stock” fashion market, which focuses
mostly on selling what is already manufactured.
Paharia put it bluntly: When markets and
industries are set up for individuals to be passive
consumers rather than drivers of how products are
made, it is unsurprising to see purchasing behavior
reflect a general sense of apathy.
To close the gap between what we say we value
and what our purchases reflect, Paharia suggested
action at three levels: consumer choice, company
policy, and government regulation. Consumers
must actively demand that companies live up to the
right values, even if this means accepting slightly
higher prices in exchange for a more sustainable
and just world. Consumers must explore new
ways of consuming, such as sharing and renting.
Companies should foment the right consumer
norms by using creative strategies like presenting
the “price per wear” of garments alongside their
total price in order to encourage consumers to
search for durability rather than cheap prices.
Governments have a large role to play in “setting
a floor” for environmental and labor practices.
Regulation can level the playing field in
manufacturing by limiting the environmental
pollution that companies can produce and by
closing labor loopholes that perpetuate sweatshops.
Legislation that would increase transparency,
such as the the Fashion Accountability Act, would
require companies to disclose their suppliers’
information and the environmental costs of
production. Finally, only governments have the
capacity to invest in long-term technologies, such as
renewable energy, which may not be profitable early
on but which are key to a sustainable future.

Neeru Paharia is Associate Professor at Georgetown University’s McDonough
School of Business. Her research focuses on consumer behavior and choice,
signaling through branding, digital marketing, and moral psychology. She is
also the co-founder of several community-oriented social networking sites in
education, research, and music, including Peer 2 Peer University. Her work has
been profiled in the New York Times, NPR’s Morning Edition, the Washington
Post, and NPR’s Hidden Brain podcast.
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Environmental Ethics Right Now:
Individual, Collective, Local, and
Global Actions That Matter
KATHARINE HAYHOE | MARCH 14, 2022 (WEBINAR)
In her Daily Ethics webinar, Katharine Hayhoe
addressed how to care and get others to care for the
environment in today’s polarized world. She began
with a fascinating dilemma about the American
public. When surveyed about whether they thought
climate change would negatively affect other people,
ecosystems, or animal and marine life, Americans
responded with a resounding “yes.” However, this
flipped to a strong “no” when asked if they thought
it would affect them. Hayhoe’s research in climate
science and public policy explores this puzzle, and how
it might encourage an attitude of skepticism towards
large-scale climate action.
Instead of the prevailing view that climate change is
something only “tree-huggers” care about, she wants
others see that being an environmentalist means
believing in the universal right to water and food,
clean air and safe communities, and economies that
are sustainable and encourage human well-being. “I
would redefine environmentalist as not a type of
person but every single person that lives on this planet,”
Hayhoe noted. The goal of the environmentalist is
to show others that they already care about climate
change every time they talk about job security,
wildfires, or draughts.
Hayhoe argued that climate scientists need to be good
communicators. One of their priorities should be
helping others to see how global warming affects us all,
just as the threat of nuclear warfare or ozone depletion
once did. We need a “planetary framework” and a

new language of climate weirding, which tells us that
every human challenge we face, from infrastructure
costs or global poverty, to pandemics and heatwaves,
will become much more difficult to tackle in the near
future. For every new challenge, we are essentially
playing with the odds stacked against us as global
warming intensifies and multiplies every danger.
Hayhoe encouraged us all to take a crucial first step
in tackling climate weirding: having conversations
about it. Conversations bring to the surface what
we care about. If we talk about how climate change
relates to clean water or national security, this shows
its importance in our everyday lives. It helps us all to
realize that climate change is not an issue for someone
else, somewhere else. It is about all of us, here, now,
dealing with the difficulties of playing with loaded dice.
Hayhoe highlighted that “scary facts do not move
people.” What moves people are concrete illustrations
of the ways their own lives will be affected. The kind
of conversations we need to have, then, are less about
polar bears and coral reefs and more about the ways
this planetary phenomenon threatens the fabric of
communities and everyday lives. In Hayhoe’s words:
“you talk about farming if you live in Texas. Wildfire in
California. You talk about flooding if you live on the
East or West coast. You talk about air pollution if you
live near cities. You talk about sea level rise if you live
in northern Virginia.” These conversations can move
the needle by showing others that “who they already
are is the perfect person to care.”

Katharine Hayhoe is Chief Scientist for The Nature Conservancy and the Paul
Whitfield Horn Distinguished Professor and Political Science Endowed Chair in
Public Policy and Public Law at Texas Tech University. Her research assesses the
regional to local impacts of climate change on human systems and the natural
environment. Her 2018 TED Talk has been viewed millions of times. Her most
recent book is called “Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing
in a Divided World.”
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The Everyday Ethics of Scrolling Through
Social Media: How to Avoid Getting Buried
in an Online Information Avalanche
MARK CODDINGTON | MARCH 24, 2022
W&L’s own Mark Coddington concluded the Mudd
Center’s Daily Ethics series on a high note with a
lecture focusing on one of the newest and perhaps
most defining aspects of our daily lives: social media
consumption.
Coddington first explored the context in which
social media has evolved. He noted that the primary
function of social media parent companies is data
generation, as they capitalize on “unprecedented
amounts of data on all of us.” Although social media
platforms could have been optimized to encourage
wisdom, empathy, and cooperation, instead they have
been built to encourage uninterrupted engagement
above all else; “engagement for engagement’s sake.”
Coddington believes that some criticisms of social
media miss their mark. For instance, the phenomenon
of an algorithm generating “echo chambers”, in which
people only encounter information with which they
are likely to agree, applies to cable news as well as
social media. Political polarization far preceded the
rise of social media in the U.S. Finally, Coddington
finds it worrisome for us to adopt the passive
language of “addiction” with respect to social media
use because it implies that we are helpless to choose
how we interact with it.
The most problematic aspect of our social media use
concerns how it is tied to our contemporary approach
to individual identity. In the past, our sense of self
arose from our relationship to a community, in the
expectations that come from having a role to play
and receiving others’ feedback about it. One would
come to have a sense and purpose or telos from

one’s responsibilities and relations to others. Today,
however, we increasingly rely on asserting an image of
ourselves to others as a mechanism for understanding
who we are. We have an individualistic, self-branding
approach to identity. Social media encourages this
view of identity to a harmful extent, because we
take the number of “likes” and “views” as a kind of
confirmation to ourselves of who we really are. It
is, Coddington argues, as if we think we can “Tweet
ourselves into an identity.”
Coddington proposed four strategies for practicing
a healthier relation to social media. First, a strong
liberal arts education can develop sharp minds for
the type of critical and independent thinking that
promotes responsible social media use. This may help
us actualize the second strategy, which is remaining
aware of how impersonal virtual interactions may
lead us to absolve ourselves from responsibility to
others. Third, we need to invest in building “real, deep
communities” for ourselves. It is necessary to rebuild
the ties that bind us to others since social media
should augment, not replace, the communities that
make us who we are. Finally, when fighting the habit
of defaulting to constant digital technology use, we
must ask ourselves the questions: What are we using
social media for? Why now? What else could we be
doing?
Ultimately, though Coddington portrayed a landscape
of vested financial interests and harmful individual
practices, he stressed that we should never “let
skepticism curdle into cynicism” regarding our agency
to choose the role of social media in our lives.

Mark Coddington, an Associate Professor of Journalism and Mass Communication
at W&L, is an expert in the sociology of digital journalism. Prior to pursuing an
academic journalism path, he was an award-winning reporter for Grand Island
Independent newspaper in Nebraska. He co-founded and co-authors the RQ1
email newsletter, which summarizes and explains the latest academic research
on news and journalism. Coddington’s 2019 book is called “Aggregating the News:
Secondhand Knowledge and the Erosion of Journalistic Authority.”
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Companion Class to the Daily Ethics Program

Seminar in Ethics and Value Theory:
Daily Ethics of Social Trust
(PHIL 296B-01)

My Fall and Winter philosophy class on social
trust invited students to reflect on this year’s Mudd
Center’s theme of “daily ethics.” The course was
designed to grapple with the effects of our daily
behavior on the trust we place on professionals,
science, institutions, and political leaders. This
gave students a chance to reflect on the relation
between what we believe in and what we do. For
example, how do our environmental, economic,
and social policies reflect our belief in government,
leaders, and our hope for the future? We studied in
detail philosophical accounts on how testimonial
knowledge is verified and transmitted. Students
then related those accounts to the damaging effect
of social media use in disseminating information.
We did not shy away from asking difficult questions,
such as the dangers of hidden biases (class, race,
gender) informing our views of what trustworthy
individuals look like. Finally, we took stock of just
how crucial the daily practices of professionals like
medical doctors and journalists are in upholding or
undermining the community’s trust in the value of
their professions.

I built my class to be discussion-based not only
because I whole-heartedly believe in encouraging
students to develop their own voice, but also
because we all had recently lived through difficult
experiences that needed to be processed and
worked through. Within the confines of a safe
classroom environment, students practiced using
the powerful interrogative “why?,” the best tool in
the philosopher’s toolbox, to evaluate the current
state of trust in democracy, science, and humanity
at large. I received a wonderful and wide range of
intellectually rich final papers. These addressed
the role of trust in the W&L Honor System, the
effects of Instagram in undermining the credibility
of information, and creative interpretations on
how “walls” — a metaphor for mental and physical
barriers — keep us apart and out of reach from
each other’s trust. “The Daily Ethics of Social Trust”
invited students to venture beyond the meaning of
trust and to think about the kind of practices that
can help us relearn to trust one another.
— Omar Quiñonez
Mudd Center for Ethics Postdoctoral Fellow

Daily Ethics Mosaic Project
The Daily Ethics Mosaic project, a
collaborative venture of the Mudd
Center and W&L’s Staniar Gallery,
prompted W&L community members
to contemplate the daily ethics
theme with reference to their own
lives. During August, September,
and October of 2021, students, staff,
and faculty members were invited
to participate in one of 11 two-hour
workshops that involved individual
and collective art-making. The
workshops were led by Jonathan
Lee, a Richmond-based artist whose
socially engaged practice creates
opportunities for individuals to
interact, question, create, and grow
through collaborative art-making
processes.
Prior to the workshops, participants
were provided with a workbook
to complete on their own. This
invited introspection about how
their personal values may have been
changed or clarified by the events of
the past several months, how these
values shape their daily choices, and
what intentions they may want to
set to bring their habits in closer
alignment with their values. Through
responding to a series of prompts,
participants used their workbooks to
imagine and sketch images, shapes,
and colors that might represent their
thoughts and emotions.
Workshops were designed to
reinforce the notion that living
out our personal values is both an
individual and collective enterprise.
In Part One of each workshop,
participants chose from a variety
of art-making materials to create
an individual artwork on a blank
8” square card. These works were
photographed while participants
wrote a few words, anonymously,
about their process and product. In
Part Two, participants worked in
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groups of four to deconstruct their
8” creations and reassemble them
in puzzle fashion to create a final 16”
square collective mosaic reflecting
their shared vision.

THE WORK OF MORE THAN
200 PARTICIPANTS WAS
DESIGNED INTO A 13’ X
13’ COMMUNITY MOSAIC
BY JONATHAN LEE.
The work of more than 200
participants was designed into a 13’
x 13’ community mosaic by Jonathan
Lee. Under the direction of Clover
Archer, Director of the Staniar
Gallery, and with the help of Lee,
Karla Murdock, Kate Saacke, and an
aerial work platform, the mosaic was
installed in the light-filled atrium
of Wilson Hall. It was exhibited
there, along with a collection of
ephemera from the workshops, from
January 10 – February 9, 2022, with
a celebration and reception of the
mosaic immediately following Lee’s
January 25th artist’s talk.
The Daily Ethics Mosaic was
reconfigured and displayed for the
community to enjoy in Leyburn
Library’s main exhibition space
from February through June, 2022.
Framed components of the mosaic
will be permanently exhibited in
Mattingly House and Leyburn
Library, and other materials will
be archived in W&L’s Special
Collections. A mini-documentary
about the project, created by Jim
Goodwin, can be viewed here (go.
wlu.edu/creatingcommunity), and all
individual and collective artworks
can be viewed on the Daily Ethics
Mosaic webpage: go.wlu.edu/
dailyethicsmosaic.
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1. Jonathan Lee and Clover Archer
2. Individual art-making during a
workshop
3. Jonathan and Karla Murdock
install the mosaic in Wilson Hall
4. Workshop group with Jonathan
Lee and their collective mosaic
5. Professor Lisa Greer and
students work together
6. Jonathan consults with a
workshop group
7. Watercolor painting
8. Workshop group collaboration
9. Making cuts to create a
collective mosaic
10. Taping teamwork
11. Photographing individual art
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11
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Mudd Center Undergraduate
Ethics Conference and Journal
MARCH 4, 2022
On March 4, 2022, five undergraduate students
from around the world joined members of the
Washington and Lee community and other
conference participants, virtually to share their
writings and thoughts on a wide array of issues
in contemporary ethics. They addressed topics
ranging from moral error theory to the treatment
of indigenous human remains. This conference
once again enjoyed the thoughtful conversation
upon which it has prided itself in the past. The
student presenters eloquently put forth their ideas
and the Mudd Center’s undergraduate respondents
offered thoughtful support and feedback. We
editors regretfully had to cut short enthusiastic
conversation to move on to our next topic
more than once.
The 2022 edition of the Mudd Journal aims to
stoke the same breadth of thought and interest.
In a time where thought is increasingly relegated
to 160- and 320- character limits, we hope that
readers find themselves spending more time
considering the journal’s pages — and that they
begin to question some of the foundational
assumptions that have become dogmatic in the
present moral landscape. Essays consider the
nature of harm, in what instances we might be
able to say that genuine harm has occurred, and
whether we might still be able to find reasons for
moral acts even in a world indifferent to morality.
During the conference, keynote speaker
Professor Catherine Fullarton offered a gripping
presentation on Philoctetes, drawing out some
of the more understated moral issues presented
within it: the conflicts that arise between our
ethical obligations, the difficulty of finding
satisfactory resolutions to settle them, and
the strength that it might take to endure that
long-lasting tension. Also, illuminating the
realities of graduate coursework in the fields
of philosophy and ethics, graduate student
panelists Rowan Bell, Sumeet Patwardhan,
and Corbin Covington — from Minorities

20 | MUDD CENTER ANNUAL REPORT 2021

and Philosophy (MAP) working groups across the
country — are most deserving of our thanks for
their frankness and generosity of spirit.
The Mudd Journal of Ethics is the product of
the extraordinary efforts of numerous people
who we would be remiss not to thank. Our
editing team of Max Gebauer, Sam Griffiths,
Anna Hurst, Kushali Kumar, Rebecca Nason,
Margaret Thomson, James Torbert, and John
Coleman Ward was a vital resource in shaping
the contents of the journal. The conference would
not have been possible without their efforts nor
the tireless work of the Mudd Center faculty and
staff: Karla Murdock, Omar Quiñonez, and Kate
Saacke. The W&L ITS department’s guidance also
permitted our second virtual conference to run
without a hitch.
We hope that readers will enjoy the 2022 collection
of ethics-based papers, that they find it stimulating
as well as challenging, and that they come to think
more critically about the dilemmas that confront
us in everyday life. These ideas are of a greater and
more pressing significance than ever, and it is our
great honor to present them.
— Ben Hess ’23 and Tyler Bernard ’23
Editors-in-Chief

2022 Mudd Ethics
Conference Schedule

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

Undergraduate Ethics
Virtual Conference

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
12:30 — 1:10

Keynote Speaker:

“The Preemption Problem: What is a Harm
and What Shall we Blame?”
Evelyn Wang, College of William and Mary
Respondent: Nafisa Jeb (W&L)

1:10 — 1:15

Break

1:15 — 1:50

“NAGPRA Should Not Require Cultural
Affiliation of Human Remains”
Jonah Katzman, Emory University
Respondent: Ashley Xia (W&L)

1:55 — 2:00

Break

2:00 — 2:40

“Error Theory – What Next?”
Jack Walker, Cambridge University
Respondent: John Coleman Ward (W&L)

2:40 — 2:45

Break

2:45 — 3:25

“Thomson’s Distributive Exception and
Possessed Threats”
Mason Liddell, College of William and Mary
Respondent: James Torbert (W&L)

Catherine Fullarton
Faculty Fellow, University of King’s
College, and Emory University
Sunday, March 6, 2022 | 9 a.m.
Minorities in Philosophy (MAP) Graduate Student Panel
Saturday, March 5, 3:30 p.m.

Rowan Bell

Sumeet Patwardhan

Corbin Covington

PhD candidate in philosophy,
Syracuse University

PhD candidate in philosophy,
University of Michigan

Second year PhD student
in philosophy and Andrew
Mellon Critical Theory Fellow,
Northwestern University

Saturday, March 5, 2022
12:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 6, 2022
9:00 – 11:15 a.m.

Scan this code to register for the conference

3:25 — 3:30

Break

3:30 — 4:30

The mission of MAP (http://www.mapforthegap.com/) is to address structural injustices
in academic philosophy and to remove barriers that impede participation in academic
philosophy for members of marginalized groups. Through its international organizing
team and graduate student-led network of autonomous chapters around the world, it
aims to examine and dismantle mechanisms that prevent students from marginalized
groups from participating in academic philosophy, as well as to promote philosophical
work done from marginalized perspectives, and help improve working conditions for
scholars from marginalized backgrounds.
MAP PhD Student Panel
Rowan Bell, Syracuse University
Sumeet Patwardhan, University of Michigan
Corbin Covington, Northwestern University

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
9:00 — 10:00

Conference Keynote
“Sympathy and Care in Sophocles’ Philoctetes: A Contemporary Reading”
Catherine Fullarton, University of King’s College, Emory University

10:10 — 10:20

Break

10:20 - 11:00

“The Sandwich Dilemma: A Case for Ethical Veganism”
Tom Cockell, Cambridge University
Respondent: Max Gebauer (W&L)

11:00 - 11:10

Closing remarks

Behind the Scenes
The Mudd Center team was brand new this year.
Mudd Center Director Karla Murdock migrated
to Mattingly House from her regular post in
the science center as a professor of cognitive
and behavioral science. Omar Quiñonez,
postdoctoral fellow, joined us after completing his
Ph.D. in philosophy at Emory University. Kate
Saacke, administrative assistant, began her first
full year at the Mudd Center while simultaneously
providing support to the provost’s office. Amanda
Deans ’22, work study assistant, provided
essential support in carrying out the Mudd
Center’s 2021-22 program and in developing
our 2022-23 program. She will be missed as she
applies her talents in her first post-graduate job as
an environmental educator with the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation.
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The Mudd Center enjoyed collaborating with
departments and programs all over campus
this year. We are grateful for the partnership of
the Africana Studies Program, Environmental
Studies Program, Connolly Center for
Entrepreneurship, Staniar Gallery, University
Library, Theater, Dance, & Film Studies
Department, and Geology Department.
Our work would not have been possible
without the generous and patient assistance of
colleagues in the Copy Center, ITS, and in the
Communications, Catering, and Facilities offices.

Beneficience:
Practicing an Ethics of Care
2022-2023 MUDD CENTER PROGRAM

Beneficence means to do good — to practice
kindness, generosity, and charity toward
others. It means actively promoting and
safeguarding the well-being of others
because it is morally right and because you
care.

THE MUDD CENTER’S 2022-23
PROGRAM WILL HARNESS THE
WISDOM OF PROMINENT AND
INNOVATIVE THINKERS WHOSE
WORK ADDRESSES CONCEPTS
AND PRACTICES OF CARE.
Recent years have produced inspiring
examples of beneficence as well as alarming
manifestations of polarization and harm.
In these challenging times, how should we
think about our responsibilities to care for
ourselves, for people that we know and love,
and for others whom we don’t know, disagree

with, or have been harmed by? How are
these responsibilities linked in theory and in
practice?
If we aspire to practice beneficence and care
within our personal, public, and professional
lives, how can we translate these values into
actions? How might we increase our capacity
for care and compassion? What are some
barriers to practicing care for self and others
within complex, dynamic relationships and
social systems?
The Mudd Center’s 2022-23 program will
harness the wisdom of prominent and
innovative thinkers whose work addresses
concepts and practices of care. In addition to
our traditional public lectures, this year the
Mudd Center’s program will include a series
of interactive events called CareLabs that
will personalize our year-long exploration of
the practice of care.

2021-2022 Events
THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Cheshire Calhoun, Ph.D.
Professor of Philosophy,
Arizona State University

Responsible Persons
in Everyday Life
Monday, Sept. 27
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater
go.wlu.edu/mudd/calhoun

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

DAILY ETHICS

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Jelani Cobb
Ira A. Lipman Professor
Journalism, Columbia University;
staff writer, The New Yorker

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World
THE MUDD
CENTER
FOR ETHICS
AND STANIAR
GALLERY
THE MUDD
CENTER
FOR ETHICS
PRESENTS
INVITE STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FACULTY TO HELP CREATE

The Daily Ethics Mosaic:
A Community Artwork
Workshops for individual
and collective art-making in
September and October, 2021
Community mosaic exhibition
in Winter 2022

The Half-Life
of Freedom

Pre-registration is required and seats
are limited, so register now!
Contact Karla Murdock to inquire about
a workshop for your group or class.
go.wlu.edu/MuddCenterMosaicWorkshop

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Andrew Chignell
Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor,
University Center for Human
Values, Religion, and Philosophy,
Princeton University

What to Do When
You Don’t Make
a Difference

Thursday, Oct. 7
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater

Thursday, Oct. 28
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater

go.wlu.edu/mudd/cobb

go.wlu.edu/mudd/chignell

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS
AND STANIAR GALLERY PRESENT

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS
AND STANIAR GALLERY PRESENT

A Celebration of the Daily Ethics Mosaic

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Chantal Bilodeau
Playwright, founder and artistic
director, The Arctic Cycle

Living in the Questions
of a ClimateChanged World

DAILY ETHICS

A community artwork created by W&L
students, staff, and faculty

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Artist’s Talk by

Jonathan Lee,
Artistic Director of the
Daily Ethics Mosaic
Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022
Wilson Concert Hall
5:30 P.M.
followed by a reception to celebrate the
Daily Ethics Mosaic Community Artwork

Thursday, Nov. 11
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
5:30 p.m. Artist’s Talk in Wilson Concert Hall by
Jonathan Lee, Artistic Director of the Daily Ethics Mosaic project
6:30 p.m. Reception in Wilson Hall Atrium to celebrate the
Daily Ethics Mosaic and 210 W&L community members who created it

Scan the QR code to learn more about the Daily
Ethics Mosaic workshops and see photos of
individual artworks.

go.wlu.edu/mudd/bilodeau

go.wlu.edu/mudd/mosaic

Thank you to Christine Carr and Arden Floyd for photographing our work.

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS,
PHYSICS AND ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, AND
CONNOLLY CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP PRESENT

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS, GEOLOGY DEPARTMENT,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROGRAM PRESENT

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Neeru Paharia
Associate Professor of Marketing,
McDonough School of Business,
Georgetown University

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Jay Whitacre
Trustee Professor in Energy;
Director, The Wilton E. Scott
Institute for Energy Innovation,
Carnegie Mellon University

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Katharine Hayhoe
Chief Scientist, The Nature Conservancy;
Paul Whitfield Horn Distinguished
Professor and Political Science Endowed
Chair in Public Policy and Public Law, Texas
Tech University

The Ethics of
Consumer Choice

The Criticality of Technical Honesty
in Growing Energy Technology
Companies: How Even the Best
Intentions Can Lead to Ruin

Environmental Ethics
Right Now: Individual,
Collective, Local, and Global
Actions That Matter

Wed., March 9, 2022
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater

Thursday, Feb. 10
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater

Monday, March 14
5:30 P.M.
Virtual Webinar

go.wlu.edu/mudd/paharia

go.wlu.edu/mudd/whitacre

go.wlu.edu/mudd/hayhoe

THE MUDD CENTER FOR ETHICS PRESENTS

DAILY ETHICS

How Individual Choices and Habits
Express Our Values and Shape Our World

Mark Coddington
Associate Professor of Journalism
and Mass Communications,
Washington and Lee University

The Everyday Ethics of Scrolling
Through Social Media: How
to Avoid Getting Buried in an
Online Information Avalanche
Thursday, March 24
5 P.M.
Stackhouse Theater
go.wlu.edu/mudd/coddington

Mudd Center for Ethics

